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My bid & agenda for Emuhaya Constituency as MP [2008 - ODM]
Personal information

I, Simekha JME, was born on the 10th of December 1970 as a third born son of the late Pastor Paulina Ayuya Ekhuya of Mundichiri Church of God, and the late Marko Ekhuya Simekha. My late father is still widely remembered as a successful and very honest businessman, popularly known as “Posta” for the dependable Nairobi-Western Kenya courier services he provided to people throughout his lifetime. I am married to Caroline Luhunga Kamonya; together we have one daughter and two sons.
Occupation & experience in governance and leadership
Currently I am a consultant in public policy, governance and institutional development; a trainer in civic education and political literacy and a human rights defender; as well as a community mobilizer and organizer. I am a partner in and Resident Director at Projects and Allied Consultants Ltd, a Nairobi-based premier development consultancy company. I am in charge of programme coordination and quality control at our company.
I am an Ethical Leadership and Governance trainer (coach) and mentor for more than 40 young African leaders from across the continent under the “African Institute for Governing with Integrity” programme of Freedom House (USA). I am also a political skills and leadership Associate Trainer of the Active Learning Centre (Scotland) in their “Women in Public Life and Decision Making” and “Democracy Building” programmes in several African countries. I am a contributing materials developer and designer of the national civic education programme (URAIA / NCEP) and an on-call civic education and leadership trainer for numerous advocacy, human rights, governance, public policy and democracy building organizations in Kenya. 
I have extensive experience working in the Kenya civil society as a community mobilizer and governance trainer. From around 1997, I began to pay more specific attention to Emuhaya constituency as part of my public duty by promoting provision of civic education and political literacy, and helping to create community paralegal and civic education networks, in order to increase knowledge and information on good governance, rights and access to legal services. Over the years I have also helped to organize farmers and initiated “Farmers’ Cereal Banks” projects for improving the quality of smallholder agriculture, cooperative marketing and access to farm-produced foods in Emuhaya, Vihiga, Sabatia, Hamisi constituencies, and parts of Kakamega district.
Because of my professional preference of governance and public policy, I have actively helped to mobilize and organize communities in our district (then Vihiga) to actively participate in the consultations towards the development of Kenya’s 1st poverty reduction strategy paper (PRSP). Subsequent to that, I have over the years organized public accountability forums in our district where constituents have met their MPs and Councillors to audit them on their management of public resources, focussing on the Constituency Development Fund (CDF) and Local Authority Transfer Fund (LATF).

I have regularly appeared on Television (“Newsline” on KTN, “Louis Otieno Live” on Citizen TV, “Face the Nation” on KBC TV and live News analysis on several stations) and radio to discuss and offer public knowledge and new information on matters of good governance, quality leadership and the management of public resources. My contributions have always been motivated by the need and my public duty to educate the public on their rights and responsibilities, and advocating for the best that Kenya can get in terms of leadership and governance. 

I was involved in the design of Kenya’s National Civic Education Programme I and II, as well as in the production of civic education materials. I also developed radio and TV moderators’ manuals for the 2006 nationwide “leadership month” campaign and the 2007 Kenya elections media campaign, both projects of Media Focus on Africa Foundation for whom I am also a member of its Advisory Council. 
My goal

To provide a creative and transformative way of development thinking and leadership in Emuhaya Constituency, focussing on harnessing the constituency’s diverse human, fiscal, material and natural resources and providing leadership for effective participation in Kenya’s societal reform processes,  for collective improvement of our quality of life.
My political party of choice for delivering on this goal, as one in a team, is the Orange Democratic Movement (ODM), whose slogan “Maisha Bora” resonates well with my personal challenge leadership goal. 

Our biggest and most useful asset in the delivery on this goal is the people – the people of Emuhaya, other Kenyans and the people of other nations, who are offering us incredible support in delivering real results on this goal.

My community development and legislative agenda for Emuhaya
The problems and challenges of Emuhaya constituency are well known and documented. Our approach will be less often about chasing problems and more about proactively addressing known concerns. This will require a shift in culture for all Emuhaya constituents and a change in our understanding of political leadership, as well as leadership by example to make it happen. 

The weak link in Emuhaya’s development cycle is a leadership that demonstrates a higher understanding of the genesis of known concerns and challenges, and how to translate this understanding into shared solutions for the constituency. With such understanding, I propose to pursue a double agenda for the constituency: a community development agenda as well as a legislative agenda, each supporting the other, informed by the following areas of specific focus:
1. We will seek to provide political leadership that gives a clear definition and meaning to the role of a political leader in a constituency’s development, based on the understanding that development is about making choices/decisions and acting on them in order to better our living conditions. 

The question of money (private individuals’ property), unfortunately continues to define the world-view of many of our people on what leadership is; especially political leadership. This is demonstrated a lot in the way many of our people pay attention to handouts and false money promises from politicians. We will seek to change this and emphasize the true meaning of leadership. We will demonstrate throughout our campaign and leadership that You the people, and not personal money, are the biggest and most useful asset in the development of Emuhaya and Kenya. 

Recognizing that development is not limited to money-fuelled activities, I propose to first facilitate a comprehensive resource mapping exercise in the constituency, to identify our human, intellectual, natural, fiscal, capital and other material resources, before planning how best to utilize them on development of the constituency. After this resource mapping, I propose to organize the planning and prioritization of the constituency development agenda on the basis of the following sectors:
1) 
Agriculture and livestock 
production
2) 
Agro-food processing, storage and marketing
3) 
Education
4) 
Cultural, creative and performing arts
5) 
Health

6) 
Youth, entrepreneurship and employment

7) 
Security

8) 
Trade 

9)  
Water and sanitation 
10) 
Roads 
11) 
Information and communication

12) 
Rural energy 

13) 
Environment

14) 
Governance and leadership 

Overall, my policy, legislative and community development agenda will be based on the priorities developed and agreed by Emuhaya constituents develop along the above sectors.  As I have said, this prioritization will begin with a collective mapping of Emuhaya constituency’s resources so that we can determine how best to apply each resource, and in what sector to use which resource best.

Specific strategy and action on each of these priority sectors will be interpreted and implemented through collaboration with the various interest groups in the constituency, on the basis of the results of the constituency resource mapping.
We propose to particularly prioritize investment in development of commercial smallholder agriculture as a key source of livelihood in our constituency. As part of our policy and legislative agenda, we propose to mobilize leaders from other smallholder agricultural areas to form a Smallholder Agriculture Parliamentary Association that will champion national policy recognition and public support of this key source of livelihood. 
Youth and entrepreneurship and employment will occupy a special place on our priority list. I will actively promote substantial public investment in promoting innovativeness in youth-led non-formal enterprises like boda boda and other public transport systems, group farming and marketing, commercial agro-forestry, production of construction materials, information and communication, music, the arts and culture, and small businesses. 

We also propose to prioritize systematic public investment in the cultural, creative and performing arts in Emuhaya constituency as an integral part of our development. The arts are what define us as a people and enable us to understand ourselves and the rest of society, thus promoting tolerance (especially ethnic, religious and political tolerance) and harmony. Development of the arts will also provide gainful employment to many if our young and old.
Through partnership with the civil society, we will work to promote the shift of our people’s attitude to view development as a right and to promote their own active participation in their development processes at all levels, including their real participation in making governance decisions. 
Both our policy/legislative and community development agenda will be informed by human rights, specifically including gender rights and children’s rights. Rights promotion and protection will therefore form an active part of our shared agenda for Emuhaya constituency. 

2. We will demonstrate that an elected official MUST be accountable to the people through holding of frequent and consistent public accountability forums in each Administrative Division where constituents interrogate me on my performance and get honest answers. These forums will also be for constituents to provide their views and new ideas on our shared development agenda and for generating ideas for my legislative agenda. I will respect the fact that an MP has the citizens’ mandate and authority to facilitate provision of development opportunities for ALL constituents – including those who didn’t vote for him – on the basis of equality. 
We will seek to develop opportunities for citizen participation, including: regular and well publicized planning meetings of the Constituency Development Committee and Local Authorities, and public consultative processes on government policies where constituents’ views are listened to and included in policies.

3. We will demonstrate respect for the central role of You the people, Emuhaya constituents, in determining what we make a priority on our community development agenda. Constituents must monitor their MP and hold him accountable for his actions and inactions. We propose to prioritize the strengthening of people’s organizations and institutions in Emuhaya, using public funds, through which they can mobilize and organize to have effective influence over political and policy decisions that affect their lives.
As a people’s representative, I will be careful about backroom deals and compromises with economically influential interest groups. We will instead seek to represent the ‘will of the people’ and to balance competing interests in the constituency.  This is why we will promote systematic public investment (NOT harambees and personal donations) in institutional capacity development for citizens’ groups, community organizations and lobbies. These are the people-owned institutions through which they can collectively influence and set the development agenda of their Constituency and country.
It is a common truth that most citizens loose the power to question political leaders when they accept handouts from them (in form of cash to individuals or at harambees, donations of food stuff and clothing items etc) especially during such an election period. As part of my legislative agenda I will support decentralization as a way of bringing executive authority over development prioritization and implementation to the lowest levels of societal management (constituency level) as one key form of accountability. Through decentralization, government decisions will be more likely to match the needs of our constituency and eliminate the people’s dependence on handouts. 
Decentralization can be more meaningful when a people have full knowledge of and participate in publicly funded development programmes. It will be part of my community development agenda to promote good governance by providing accurate and timely information and data on public development frameworks and funds in order for all constituents to fully and effectively participate in development processes. 

As we explore new and innovative ways of improving the quality of life in Emuhaya constituency, I will strive to make the existing government development processes more meaningful to the constituency by sensitizing constituents on governance and participation for them to take more proactive roles in the management of all public development funds to ensure improvement in public service delivery. The main public funds and development frameworks that I will give immediate priority in this regard are:
1) Local Authority Transfer Fund (LATF) and the Local Authority Service Delivery Action Plan (LASDAP)

2) Constituency Development Fund (CDF)

3) Youth Enterprise Development Fund

4) National Women’s Development Fund

5) Roads Maintenance (Fuel) Levy Fund, District Roads Board and the Constituency Roads Fund

6) Constituency Bursary Fund

7) Constituency Aids Control Committee Fund
I propose to facilitate a coordinated approach to the application of devolved public development funds and frameworks so that their collective impact can improve conditions in the constituency for every priority development sector. By improving living conditions in the constituency by proper application of public development funds, we will improve our purchasing power and attract private investment by entrepreneurs and professionals from the constituency and elsewhere, and in the process create employment opportunities for young people. 
By making public resources available to poor people in the constituency in a coordinated and systematic way, in a way that deliberately ensures one success in one sector builds on another success in a different sector, we will meaningfully reduce incidences of hopelessness and poverty in every household in Emuhaya constituency. 
4. As a public representative of my constituency, I will commit myself to respecting the place of ethical conduct in political leadership. Ethics in politics is about recognizing and upholding the fact that leadership is a duty towards others first and self later. I will therefore uphold positive values that remind me all the time that as an MP I owe it to my constituency to conduct myself with integrity.
We will provide leadership that motivates constituents and provides them with challenges and meaning for engaging in shared goals and undertakings because all solutions to our development problems do not lie with the MP to “tell the people”. I must value my constituents well beyond their numbers and votes. I will therefore seek to appeal to choice and not to coercion; inviting and inspiring constituents to embrace ideals with commitment and to pursue creative solutions to our challenges.
Manipulation of electoral processes for selfish interests has become the norm, and political contest has become more about distribution of small bribes in exchange for votes and the manipulation of tribal sentiments, and less about offering true choices of differing political and social visions for the future. As MP, part of my agenda will be to contribute to the transformation of this kind of attitude. I will demonstrate to my constituents through my words and actions that I consistently and dependably know what is right and what is good. 
I will seek the partnership of other leaders in society for us together to contribute to the development of other values of democratic life, including:  tolerance, moderation, compromise, and respect for opposing points of view.  

5. As part of my legislative agenda on behalf of Emuhaya, I will support the development of strong public institutions in our country. Political leaders cannot effectively play their role as facilitators of development as individuals; they require strong institutions. Organized political parties, for example, should serve to define and express our shared interests and to bring together our various viewpoints on these interests. We cannot successfully do this without strong institutionalized political parties. 
I propose to invest in public education, in partnership with civil society actors, for Emuhaya constituents on the importance of our political party in mobilizing and organizing them and providing them with opportunities for participation in the political leadership of the country and in their overall development. I will champion the cause of a strong democratic and functional political party, with structures down to the lowest levels, in order for citizens’ voices to be effectively heard when development decisions are made.
6. Our country is experiencing moments of change. We finally have a real opportunity to work on, agree and implement the societal reforms, especially constitutional, governance and institutional reforms, which we have struggled for over decades. Our constituency’s development agenda cannot be in isolation of the national agenda. My leadership has capacity to align our national development agenda with that of our constituency.

I have a solid track record of active participation in the struggle for these reforms as a member of Kenya’s civil society. I have the technical knowledge, intellectual capacity, public experience and personal passion for facilitating reforms in Kenya. I will therefore provide the much needed leadership for Emuhaya constituency to be part of and participate effectively in the country’s reform processes, and to benefit from these reforms.
Our Emuhaya constituency agenda must be part of the wider national agenda. I am a consistent and active proponent of societal reforms in Kenya. Unnecessary delays in comprehensive societal reforms have led us to the post 2007 elections political crisis. As part of a team that promotes change above status quo, I will lend my active voice and expertise to the dismantling of our country’s imperial and patronizing presidency; reforming all our institutions and systems of governance; reforming the judiciary; reforming our electoral system; reforming our security forces into services and reforming the institutions and culture of our public service. I will lead my constituency into playing our role actively in building a completely new Kenya for the benefit of all of us.

Our hope for success will firmly remain in You the people, for You are our biggest and most useful asset in this campaign
Campaign Contact Details

P.O. Box 279 Bunyore or P.O. Box 8924, Nairobi 00100

Tel: +254 721 920 151; +254 20 205 9494; +254 20 340896 / 341097 
Fax: (+254 20) 341099 
E-mail:  simekha.joseph@paconsult.co.ke; simekhajme@gmail.com
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