Secretary’s Report during the first agm of the Abeingo Community Network at Churchill Hall, Churchill Gardens, London SW1V 3AL on Saturday 27 Sept 2008

Abeingo Community Network was formally launched on October 7 2006 at a ceremony in London attended by Musikari Kombo, then Minister for Local Government now nominated MP, David Aooko Were, MP for Matungu (then assistant minister for information), Barack Muluka the publisher, Athanas Manyala Keya (now an assistant minister for gender)  and the late David Zalo, the music maestro. The organisation was launched after a group of Luhya’s met in London on 1st August 2006 and felt that as a community we can no longer just sit and wait or blame the government for our poverty and economic misery.   They resolved that in order to survive as a community in an increasingly competitive environment and earn respect, we must all rise as an army and fight to take control of our economic destiny. The names of these gallant men and women who sowed the mustard seed that would one day grow into a huge tree to shelter the entire community are:  Neccy Kikaya, Solomon Mugera, Topi Lyambila, John Baraza, Boni Wanda, Shabanji Opukah, Juvenal Shiundu, Aggrey Kikaya, Dr Musa Ndengu, Shadrack Bulimo and Dorisilla Mwendwa.

The political fallout occasioned by last December’s disputed presidential elections justifies the existence of organisations such as Abeingo Community Network. Where politics divides, being non partisan, Abeingo strives to unite and reach out to other Kenyan communities. The fact that the Luhya are economically powerless and politically divided cannot be a cause for self pity. If we are honest, let us dig deep in our souls and re-examine our character as a people and reach out to one another to forge a united front. We are not short of human resources. We have clever and skilled people across the entire socio-economic milieu but we’ll be adjudged stupid if 20 years from now we are still mourning and divided. Here are some powerful words from an inspirational US speaker, referring to the situation of African Americans: “If someone kicks you and you fall down, it’s his fault. But if you are still lying down two weeks later, then it’s your fault.” 
The vision of the founders of Abeingo still lives on and today; I am happy to report that we have achieved the following:

1. Lottery syndicate: Research shows that syndicates have a better chance of winning lottery than individual. So far the entire committee are members of this syndicate and would urge you all to join. No Lady Luck yet but the more people in the syndicate, the higher our chances of striking gold.

2. Abeingo Money Transfer:  This is an example of an income generating venture. For every transfer, Abeingo Community Network earns one pound. Most of us send money home to our relatives using either Western Money Union or other money transfer outlets. However, if we all used Abeingo Money Transfer, the organisation will earn sizeable income to expand the range of activities to serve you better.

3. Kenya Investments: Abeingo Holdings Limited has been registered in Kenya, a bank account opened and officials to run the organisation appointed. AHL is the vehicle through which we hope you can all join by buying shares to invest in various projects as recommended by the Finance and Investments sub committee.

4. Abeingo Kenya: Abeingo Community Network has also been registered in Kenya and is only awaiting formal launch and commissioning. This was registered in response to overwhelming inquiries about membership of Abeingo from our brothers and sisters in Kenya.

5. Website: Abeingo website (www.abeingo.org) has been running for about a year and half. During the first year, the website got an impressive 4,000,000 hits and this year it is on target to achieve six million hits. Slowly but surely, the website is establishing itself as the foremost online portal for the Luhya community in Kenya and Uganda. Consequently, I urge you all to contribute to the growth of the website by filing stories about Luhyaland, advertising your products or services or posting news of new births, weddings or funerals.
5. Investments: Early last year, Abeingo facilitated investments by Abeingo members in buying shares in Mumias Sugar. Some individuals bought shares after setting up CDSC accounts on their own while others bought shares through the Secretary who holds them in trust on behalf of those members pending transfer as soon as the members set up their own CDSC accounts.

6. Community action:  Abeingo highlighted the case of an orphan in Bunyore who was stuck at home due to lack of school fees on its INGONEWS pages. This was picked up by Halala USA who offered to pay school fees for the boy for the entire period of his secondary school life.

7. Lost and found: In April this year, Mr Justin Doyle of the UK approached Abeingo to help him trace an old friend with whom they worked in Nairobi more than 15 years ago.  Through the network, Mr Doyle was able to track down Noah Amatoya Inyambukho from his Bunyore home and travelled all the way to Bunyore to meet up.  The network regularly receives requests from people seeking lost friends or seeking to know about their ancestry etc thus deservedly earning the tag: “Abeingo Ndio Nusu ya Kuonana.”
8. Meeting point: The network has become the first port of call for Luhya leaders visiting or transiting through the UK. Among those who have met Abeingo here in the UK include former MP for Khwisero, Julius Arungah, former MP for Vihiga, Andrew Ligale and Ambassador David Kikaya, currently professor at USIU in Nairobi and UN consultant.

9. Summer gathering: Last June, we held a successful summer party (though it remained cats and dogs) attended by 80 people. This was a chance to get to know each other and network to enhance the spirit of kinship. The hostess was Beatrice Khamasi to whom we are ever so grateful. We 
10. Youth Events: The youth have had two events so far: A bonding event in London in October, 2007 and a sports day last month in Wembley in conjunction with RootsZangu. Our pointsman in this regard is Moses Mutuli, the youth committee chairman to whom we are so grateful. 

11. Cultural Champion: Abeingo was approached by Dr Walter Lusigi, the World Bank Ecologist from Washington DC to organise a team to negotiate dowry with the family of Roger Harvey from England whose son was marrying Dr Lusigi’s daughter, Mwendelani in September 2007. The cross cultural negotiations took the Luhya traditional format thus earning respect from the Harvey’s about our strong cultural heritage and customs.

12. Today’s Event: Today’s event has been a result of several meetings planned and coordinated by the Events sub committee team of Boni Wanda, John Baraza, Moses Mutuli and Aggrey Kikaya. A big thank you for all the hard work and sleepless nights.
Coming Up:

Abeingo Investments in UK. The committee has resolved that this vehicle be set up to become the focal point of our economic activities in the UK. As formal incorporation is awaited, it is the wish of the committee that members consider investing their resources both here in Europe and at Home.

Challenges:

As a young community organisation, the bulk of our meetings have been as a committee to put structures in place. This has meant that we have not been able to organise general meetings such as this one as frequently as most members would like. However, with most structures now in place, the various committees will be organising events to include but not limited to: investments workshops, seminars, sports and cultural events.
Personnel: The organisation is run on purely a voluntary basis. The secretariat is not funded thus limiting its ability to organise activities or communicate frequently and effectively.  The organisation therefore appeals for donations and volunteers in all categories to help in service delivery.

Advisory and Guidance Services: This service is necessary especially for new  people in the UK who may not know the basics in accessing housing, welfare benefits, employment, health, voting  and legal rights.
Shadrack Bulimo

Secretary, Abeingo Community Network

144 Clerkenwell Road, London EC1R 5DP

Date: 27 September 2008.
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